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The  Netherlands . fruit  gro wing  industry 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  American '•  fruit  exporters  to  learn  that 
there  has  been  a  considerable  expansion  of  commercial  fruit  growing  in  the 
Netherlands  in  the  past  fifteen  years,  but -particularly  in  the  past  five, 
according  to  a  communication  forwarded  to  -this  'office  'from  Homer  Brett, 
American 'Consul  at  Rotterdam.     In  .1934,  fruit  planting  covered  871,074 
acres,  an  increase  of  35  percent  over  1920.-    Much  of  the  stimulus  for 
development  and  improvement  of  the  national  fruit  industry  has  arisen 
since  1930.    Part  of  the  reason  for  the  recent  growth  has  been  the  general 
low  prices  for  farm  products  which  has  caused  many  farmers  to  try  fruit 
growing  since  it  has  been  relatively  more  profitable  than  other  farm 
commodities.    Moreover,  the  government  horticultural  specialists  have 
aided  farmers  in  improved  cultural  practices,  resulting  in  plantings  on  a 
commercial  scale.     So  far  the  new  plantings  have  not  resulted  in  any  large 
increase  in  production  but  larger  crops  of  tree  fruits  may  be  expected  in 
the  next  few  years. 

Exports  of  fruit  from  the  Netherlands  have  been  adversely  affected 
in  recent  years.     The  chief  reasons  are  the  import  restrictions  imposed 
by  various  governments  and  reduced  purchasing  power  in  foreign  markets. 
Coupled  with  the  latter,  a  further  export  disadvantage  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Netherlands  Government  is  on  the  gold  standard.    Exports  of  fresh 
fruits  to  Germany,   the  principal  outlet,  have  declined  drastically,  es- 
pecially in  the  past  season. 

The  Agricultural  crisis  fund 

In  order  to  relieve  depressed  conditions  in  agriculture,  an  import 
monopoly  was  established  on  August  28,  1933  under  the  Farm  Crisis  Act  of 
1933  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  source  of  income  for  the  Farm  Crisis 
Fund.     Import  'taxes  are  collected,  in  addition  to  the  regular  import  duties 
on  fruit  for  this  agricultural  fund,  except  on  fruit  reexported  to  other 
countries.    With  a  few  exceptions  all  fruits  and  vegetables  grown  in  the 
Netherlands  must  be  sold  by  auctions  recognized  by  the  "Nederlandsche 
Groentin  en  Fruit  Centrale"  at  The  Hague.    All  dealers,  wholesalers , 
retailers,  and  other  parties  dealing  in  fresh  fruits  must  likewise  be 
recognized  by  the  "Centrale".     Fruits  and  vegetables  which  do  not  yield 
the  minimum  prices  given  in  the  accompanying  table  are  taken  over  by  the 
above  institution  at  prices  fixed  oy  the  Minister  of  Economic  affairs. 
Products  thus  taken  over  are  destroyed,  employed  as  cattle  feed,  or  dis- 
tributed among  the  unemployed  and  poor. 
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FRUIT:    Minimum  prices  to  growers  in  the  Netherlands  1/ 


Fruit 

Minimum  price 

[    Price  paid  growers 

Florins 

~R  1  n~p  i  n  ^  ' 

n  ent  s 

• 

• 

per  100  kilos 

:  per  100  K. : 

per  pound 

* 

0.50 

:       0.50  : 

0.15 

4.00 

:       4.00  : 

:  1.23 

Currants  (red  and  white)  : 

5.00 

:        3.00  ; 

:  .92 

4.00 

:       4.00  : 

:  1.23 

2.00 

:       2.00  : 

:  .61 

10.00 

:  10.00 

:  3.07 

0.50 

:       0.50  : 

:  .15 

2.00 

:  2.00 

:  .61 

Raspberries  (small  baskets 

12.00 

:  8.00 

:  2.45 

"          ( otherwise) . . : 

4.00 

:  4.00 

:  1.23 

Converted  at  $0.67604  to  the  florin.     1/  For  tree  fruits  these 


prices  seem  low,  but  no  doubt  they  are  for  orchard  run. 

Fruit  growers  may  receive  a  subsidy  in  case  prices  drop  to  unsatis- 
factory levels.    So  far  this  subsidy  has  only  been  extended  to  growers  of 
strawberries,  gooseberries,  raspberries  and  grapes. 

Regulations  issued  in  December  1934  restrict  the  cultivation  of 
certain  fruits  and  vegetables,    ks  far  as  fruit  is  concerned,  these  measures 
apply  only  to  raspberries,  strawberries,  and  fruits  grown  under  glass. 
Cultivation  of  raspberries  during  1935  may  not  exceed  the  area  planted  in 
1933.     Growers  of  strawberries  and  fruit  under  glass  are  permitted  to  culti- 
vate 25  percent  to  94  percent  of  the  area  planted  in  1933,  depending  on  the 
size  of  their  enterprise. 

Principal  crops 

although  the  principal  fruit  crops  are  apples  and  pears,  other  fruits 
such  as  cherries,  plums,  grapes,  strawberries,  currants,  gooseberries,  rasp-' 
berries  and  peaches  are  also  grown  on  a  fairly  large  scale.    No  statistics 
are  available  on  the  acreage  covered  by  each  crop.     The  most  important 
varieties  of  apples  are  Golden  Reinette,  Pomme  de  Coour,  Brabant  Belle  Fleur, 
Yellow  Transparent,  Transparent  de  Croncelles,  Early  Victoria,  Codlin  Keswick 
and  Manks  Codlin.     The  chief  varieties  of  pears  are  Maagdepeer,  Calabasse 
d'Ete,  Clapps  Favorit©,  Triomphe  de  Yienne,  Williams  D^chesse,  Precose  de 
Trevoux,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Fondante  de  Charneux,  Beurre  hardy,  Alexander 
Lucas,  Comtesse  de  Paris,  Beurre  Clairgeaux,  Bonne  Louise  d'Avranches , 
Winter  jan,  Pondspeer,  and  G-iessen  Wildeman. 

New  plantings 

During  the  last  few  years  a  large  number  of  early  apple,  pear,  and 
plum  trees  have  been  planted,  especially  in  the  province  of  Zeeland,  the 
South  Holland  islands,  and  in  the  West  Friesland  district  located  in  the 
province  of  North  Holland.     These  plantings  will  supply  a  long  felt  want 
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for  early  domestic  apples,  pears,  and  plums,  because  "the  old  orchards, 
which  until  1920  were  mostly' planted  in  meadow's,  produced  principally  late, 
autumn  and  winter  apples.'    Improved  cultivation  methods  also  made  it  possi- 
ble to  plant  the  better  varieties  of  fruit  which  formerly,  when  less  pro- 
gressive methods  were  employed,  had  given  unsatisfactory  results. 

a  considerable  part  of  the  new  orchards  are  not  yet  in  bearing,  so 
that  production  during  the  next  few  years  will  continue  to  expand.  The 
productiveness  of  the  old  orchards  will  also  continue  to  increase  as  the 
result  of    better  care  of  trees  and  the  eradication  of  plant  diseases. 

Improvement  of  cultural  and  packing  methods 

The  use  of  spraying  machines  to  combat  diseases  of  fruit  trees  has 
developed  considerably  during  recent  years:    Many  small  fruit  growers  employ 
a  knapsack  spraying  machine,  but  the  demand  for  power  equipment  is  growing. 
The  first  motor  spraying  machine  was  introduced  about  fifteen  years  ago  in 
the  .Betume  fruit  growing  district' in  the  province  of  Gelderland.    At  present 
over  one  hundred  machines  of  this  type  are  used  '•  in-  the  Betume  region  alone. 

Increased  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  grading  and  packing  of 
apples  and  pears.     In  some  fruit  growing  districts  courses  in  fruit  grading 
and  packing,  are  organized  by  the  auction  associations.     In  order  to  increase 
the  .attractiveness  of  their  products  some  growers  are  using  paper  wraps. 

The  first  fruit  grading  machine  was  introduced  in  the  Netherlands  in 
1926.     It  is  reported  that  at  present  eleven  American  and  two  Swiss  machines 
are  operated  for  members  by  various  fruit  auctions. .'located  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.     The  cooperative  fruit  and  vegetable  auction  at  Baren- 
drecht,  province  of  South  Holland ,  has  operated  a  fruit  polishing  machine 
since  the  fall  of  1934.     The  charge  made  by  the  cooperative  for  grading  and 
packing  cjiiounts  to  one  Netherland  cent  per  kilogram  •  ( 14. 80  per  bushel)  while 
an    extra  ciu.rge  of  .25  cent  per  kilogram  (3.7^  per  bushel)   is  made  for 
polishing.     It  is  understood  that  polished  apples  and  pears  have  yielded 
higher  prices,  sometimes  up  to  2  Netherland  •  cents  per  kilogram  (29.5c'  per 
bushel)  more  than  the  unpolished  products. 

In  February  .1935  the  fruit  auction  association  at  Kapelle,  province 
of  Zeeland,  decided  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  its  storage  plant  with 
a  refrigerator  installation  at  a  cost  of  Fl.  25,000  ($16,900).    Three  months 
later  the  fruit  auction  at  Goes,  province  of  Zeeland,  decided  to  construct 
a  cold  storage  plant  costing  Fl.  100,000  (f 67>560) .     The  latter  capital  was 
supplied  by  the  Government  Work  Fund.     It  is  estimated  that  .the  overhead 
charges  of  the  .plant  at  Goes,   totalling  about  Fl.  16,000  ($10,800)  per  annum, 
can  be  raised  by  a  storage  Charge  of  1  to  2  Netherland  cents  per  kilogram 
(14.8^  to  29.5c"  per  bushel).    Apparently  the  figures  quoted  would  be  the 
seasonal  charge  and  not  a  monthly  one. 

Other  fruit  auctions  are  likewise  considering  the  establishment  of 
cold  storage  plants.     It  is  felt  that  in  order  to  compete  with  American  and 
other  imported  fruit  it  is  essential  to  have  ample  cold  storage  facilities 
by  which  temporary  gluts  of  the  market  can  be  prevented. 
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Several  individual  growers  have  established  small  cold  storage       •  . 
planxs  for  their  own  use.    *.s  a  rule  such  a  building  is  divided  into  a  pre- 
cooling  chamber  measuring  5  x  2.5  meters  (16.4  x  ,8.2  ft.)  and  a  refrigerated 
chamber  measuring  5x7  meters  (16.4  x  23.0  ft.).    The  cost  of  such  plants, 
including  the  refrigerating  machinery,  is  from  Fl.  3,500  to  Fl.  5,000 
($2,400  to  §3,400) . 

Expansion  of  fruit  juice  industry 

Domestic  production  of  apple,  pear,  and  other  unfermented  fruit 
juices,  which  was  taken  up  in  1932,  is  continuing  to  expand.    At  present 
seven  plants  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  these  non-aienholic  beverages. 
It  is  estimated  that  in  1934  the  industry  consumed  800  tons  of  domestic 
fruit.     The  demand  for  fresh  fruit  by  the  juice  manufacturers  had  a  stimu- 
lating influence  on  prices.    Prices  of  some  varieties  rose  sometimes  to 
such  an  extent  that  an  unfavorable  influence  on  the  development  of  the 
fruit  juice  industry  was  feared. 

The  production  of  grape  juice  has  been  impeded  by  the  excise  which 
is  levied  on  this  non-alcoholic  beverage.     Other  fruit  juices  are  not 
subject  to  excise  taxes.    However,  a  bill  was  recently  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment proposing  to  waive  the  excise  on  grape  juice. 

Tixe  Laboratory  at  V/ageningen,  which  is  subsidized,  by  various  asso- 
ciations and  by  funds  from  the  Farm  Crisis  Fund  in  addition  to  experimental 
work,  is  also  producing  wines  from  apples,  pears,  cherries,  strawberries, 
gooseberries,  and  currants.     These  types  of  wines,  which  are  exempt  from 
the  wine  excise,  are  now  also  manufactured  by  several  private  enterprises. 

Profitableness  of  fruit  crops 

Tne  Netherland  Pomological  Society  stated  in  the  June  issue  of  its 
monthly  journal  that  in  spite  of  existing  export  difficulties  the  cultiva- 
tion of  apples,  pears,  plums,  and  cherries  is  still  profitable  because  the 
home  market  is  in  a  position  to  take  up  large  quantities  of  these  fruits. 

Cultivation  of  gooseberries  has  been  unremunerative  since  1929 
owing  to  the  reduced  demand  from  the  jam  factories,  and  consequently  plant- 
ings have  been  gradually  reduced. 

Prices  of  red  currants  bought  by  small  consumers  have  been  profit- 
able during  the  last  few  years,  but  prices  of  the  same  product  bought  by 
the  jam  industry  have  dropped  below  the  cost  of  production.     Tue  same  situa- 
tion applies  to  raspberries.    Cultivation  of  black  currants  has  declined 
considerably.    Prices  of  this  type  of  fruit  are  very  uncertain. 

Tue  culture  of  plums  has  developed  very  rapidly  during  the  last 
few  years  but  further  expansion  of  this  branch  of  the  fruit  industry  does 
not  seem  advisable.    Tnere  are  numerous  new  plum  orchards  which  are  not 
yet  in  bearing  and,  although  dessert  plums  find  a  ready  sale,  it  is  feared 
that  in  the  absence  of  export  outlets,  there  may  be  an  overproduction  in 
years  of  heavy  crops. 
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If  the  purchasing  power  of  the  Notherland  consumer  does  not  fall 
to  a  lower  level,  the  Netherland  Pomological  Society  believes  that  there 
is  a  good  outlook  for  the  domestic  fruit  growing  industry  because  there  is 
still  a  shortage  of  good  homegrown  fruit,  especially  of  quality  winter 
apples  and  pears. 

Tue  Netherlands  is  an  important  outlet  for  African  apples  and  pears 
In  the  1934-35  season  exports  of  apples  from  the  United  States  to  that 
country  amounted  to  656,000  bushels  and  pears  to  65,000  bushels.    A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  canned  and  dried  fruits  also  find  an  outlet  there, 
iiiiy  large  increase  in  domestic  crops  will  adversely  affect  the  exports  of 
fruit  to  the  Netherlands. 
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